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Hir cave held on Tueſday the 1 3. 
5 . Day of November, 1733, and in 
-BILLERS, Mayor. the gn, Year of the Reign of 

. EK. GEORGE the Second of | 
Great. Britain, Sc. 


- - WT i is ordered that hs Thanks 4 this Court be given 
Js the Reverend Mr. Gougb for his Sermon ache 
efore this Court and the Liveries of the ſeveral Com- 


panies of this City, at the Cathedral Church of St. Pa#!. 


Oe on Monday the fifth e and that he be deſired 1 


5 print the lame. 


R 


TO THE OOTY 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Gir William Billers, Kent. 


Lozp Mxror of the City of 
LONDON 


4 My LORD, 


Take the liberty of eter TH your 2 ed Dip 
the following 1 preached by your appoint- 
ment; and now publiſhed at the particular 3 
queſt of the court of Aldermen. _ 
70 UR Lordſbip's conſiſtent notions of the Proteſtan int 
religion, and our excellent eflabliſhment ; your fleady 
adherence to the liberties of the nation, connefed with 
the juſt honour of government ; your ferien Prin- 
ciples, and inſuperable loyalty to the preſent royal family, 

_ entitle you ts the eſteem of all true Prote ſtants and 
Engliſhmen. And I cannot but congratulate. the city 
= London, on a magiſtrate 2 NEVE? Jail ly Tae tg 

promote us real advantage. _ 

BESIDE&S which, your Lordhip's private. charac- 
ter, renders you amiable to all who have the honour to 

 bnow you, as you are free from thoſe vices yourſelf, 
which you are obliged to puniſh 11: others; the contrary 
whereto will always expoſe the magiſtracy te contempt. 4 
And a FOR: open dpefti tion to Verve your friends . -.:: 


wnasked, _— 


DEDICATION” 
unasked, without expefting the ſubmiſſions before, or ſervile 


acknowledgments after, which are painful to generous 
minds, and make ſo many perſons of merit chuſe to go 
without a favour, rather than ſollicit for it by fo un- 
worthy methods, is a quality more conſpicuous in no 
man living than in your Lordſhip. For my own part 
I have too many obligations t0 be able, either in 


* 


inclination or decency, to ſuppreſs my acknowledg ments 


of gratitude on this occaſion.” 


HAT your Lordſhip may long continue to be, as 


you have always been, an honour to the city, the friend 


F the government, and the joy of your acquaintance, 
is the earneſt prayer of, „ „ 85 V 
1 n 


| Your Lordſhip's Moſt Obligel, 


 Nmenhter 14, And Moſt Obedient Servant, 


STRICKLAND Gon. 
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OTHIN G is of SY importance with 1 
good underſtanding of religion. Nor any 
thing more common than to be 1 impos d upon 
1 by the different parties pretending to it, eſpe- 
cially if we come to the ſtudy of it new, and free from 


prejudices of education, as every upright and impartial 


enquirer ought to do. For which reaſon it will be of 
very great ſervice to conſider the gencral rules whereby = 
we may judge of both. I he words of the text, tho 
; they do not give us a poſitive one, by which we may 
determine what is religion, or who are the true profel- 
ſors of it, they guard us againſt the deluſions of tlic viti- 
ous and deſigning, by acquainting us what it is not, 
and who they are whole claims to it are bad. 
I x the fifteenth verſe of the chapter, our Saviour : 
cautions his diſciples againſt falſe prophets, who, tho 
they ſhould come in ſheep's clan bung, yet inwardly ere 
but ravening wolves; telling them to judge of their 

miſſion, not by their outward garb and appearance, but 
by their actions and behaviour; it being as impoſſible tor 
men of honeſt and upright principles to act vitiouſſy, as 

tor a e tree to bring forth evil fret And — 
8 Whnat- 
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whatever plauſible pretenſions they might make to be 
his diſciples or ſucceſſors, they were to 5 hun d as hypo- 
crites, ang enemies to his religion. 
Any that we might never be at a loſs for this judg- 
ment, he frequently compares his own doctrine to Cod 
ſeed, deſign d to bring forth the fruits of genuine pietʒ 
towards God, and every ſocial virtue for the benefit of 
mankind: exhorting his hearers not to content themſelves 
with indifferent fruit, or with a ſmall produce of good; 
but to bring forth flxty and an hundred fold. 
Bur notwithſtanding this, which is the principal de- 


ſign of chriſtianity, and ſhould be our chief inſtruction 


from it, how many of its profeſſers pride themſelves in a 
nne appearance, of no real uſe; at beſt but ſhowy t 
the eye, perhaps] pernicious and hurtful? Tho the 
of their religion expects them 70 bring forth grapes, 
they bring forth only wild grapes; which it would be 

impoſſible to impoſe upon mankind, if they were well- 
acquainted wich his religion, and Amembered he has 

taught us 79 {now them by their fruits 

Aub therefore the policy of the church of e is 

ꝛ0t ſufficiently to be adm ircd, who, conſcious of her 3 


on barrenneſs, has excluded the people from any right 
N judging of her. To vitiate and deceive their imagi- 


nations, ſhe is productiye enough of fair and promiſing 5 
outſides, w hich may eatfily enough go down with the 


common people where they Lig no better. But that 


_ we may not be deceived thereby, let us judge of her 


only by the rule of the text, Fen that we may 
do, 1 Hall | 


| J. SH E U 


71 


1. Su w the nature and deſign of religion, and the 
fruits it is proper to produce. 


II. Tun falſe pretenſions ot the church of Rims, 


by expoſing their contrary nature and tendency. 


And; > 


III. G with ſome obſervations ſuited to 
the denken of our preſent meeting. 


4 As to the nature ao defien of religion, 7 have A= 


| ready ſaid, the words of the text do not 0 properly tell 


us what it is, as what it is not. They do not aſſure us 
that every man who brings forth the external fruits off 
moral virtue is therefore a man of probity and 1 
neſs of mind; for he may appear juſt, and charitable, and 


_ temperate, to deceive. A ravening wolf may creep into 


the flock of Chriſtin the cloathing, and, to all appear- 
ance, the innocency of a lamb. Very tew deceits that 


have been in the world could have ſucceeded in t their own 
proper dreſs; but they have been forced co borrow the 


attire of ſanctity and religion. Falſe prop hets have the 
ſame ſhow and appearance with the true; at nd are not to 
be diſcovered till chey produce the proper fruits of their 
falſhood. There is ſomething. more than the appcarance 
of piety neceſſary to denominate even a prirate man 
good and religious; much more a prophet and teacher 


of religion. How then ſhall we be able to judge? If we 
receive ſuch a one, we give credit to an impoſtor; if we 
reject a true prophet, we are infidels and deny the 
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To determine this, it is neceſſary to conſider what re- 
ligion muſt be, before we give ear to any man under 
the character of a prophet : which we may know in ge- 
neral, tho' his inſtructions may be of very great uſe in 
particulars. Religion therefore muſt conſiſt in the prac- 
tice of virtue and devotion, that we may pleaſe God and 
be rewarded by him. In order to which it will be of 
the higheſt importance to know his nature and perfections. 
And in general, every one that thinks, will be able to 
perceive that he muſt be great, and holy, and good. If he 

be great, he is to be feared and ban de But how ) 
that worſhip is to be performed, we may learn more per- 
1 from a prophet commiſſioned by him to inſtruct 
If he is holy, we may be ſure the worſhip he requires 
® pure and delicate. And from his goodneſs we may 
learn to love and imitate him. Theſe are truths we ought 
to be firmly eſtabliſh'd in, before we take upon us to 
judge either of the miſſion of a prophet, or of. the reve- 
lation he brings: and we may be very ſure, if he teaches 
any thing contrary to theſe fundamental truths, what- 
cver credentials he may pretend, tis N he can 
come from God. 

Wulch is ſo plain and cri chat both the Jeoif 
and Chriſtian lawgivers, exhort their diſciples to be con- 
ſtantly on their guard, and deny their credit to them. 
Maſes cautions the Jes, Deut. xii. 1. that if 4 prophet 
bould ariſe among them to ſeduce them to idolatry, and 
2 give them a fion or wonder, they ſhould not hearken to his 

© avord, even tho the fign or wonder ſhould come to paſs. 

1 And our Saviour forewarns his diſciples, Matt. xxiv. 24. 
that here ſhall ariſe falſe Chrifts and falſe prophets, aud 
| ſhall ſbew ſo great ſigns and wonders, that, if po 40 


they ſhould deceive even them whom he had choſen 


to be his peculiar followers ; but notwithſtanding tlieſe, 
which they might, at firſt view, be apt to impute to 


A bs a eres ů ůů —— — 


the particular interpoſition of heaven, they ſhould pay 
them no regard, but might find them out by the per- 


nicious tendency of their doctrines. 


So that it is not only a principle of nature, but of 
revelation too, that we have prior rules whereby to 
judge of revelation. Tho' they are rather negative than 
poſitive. We may be more certain what is not reli- 
gion, than what is. It muſt teach us nothing in its 
_ doctrines abſurd or contradictory, nor any thing in its 
precepts vitious and impure. But it we have a proper 
atteſtation of real miracles, we are not to reject a re- 
velation on any other account. Which I mention be- 
cauſe there are ſome who pretend to rejedt the Jewi/h | 
or Chriſtian revelation, becauſe they think there are 
many things in them low and trifling, and not of 
ſiufficient importance for God Almighty to interpoſe in. 


But what importance things, that may appear low and 
ttifling to us, may be of upon the whole, we are in- 


competent judges. The moſt inſignificand ceremony | 
of the Jews might be of great uſe to preſerve them 
ſeparate from the neighbouring 1dolaters. And the 
ſüimple elements of bread and wine in the chriſtian a- 
crament are, at leaſt, as Proper as any other ceremony, 
by which we may keep alive the memory of the grcat- 
eſt benefactor that ever appear d in the world. As long 


as they are innocent, and have the authority of a divine 
prqphet to inforce them, we are capable of no tarther 
Judgment about them. 5 
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BUr it is not the buſineſs of this diſcourſe to ſhow 
all the marks whereby we are to judge of a true revela- 
tion, ſo much as to guard us againſt being impos'd on 
by a falſe one. And therefore I proceed to ſhow that 
Chriſtianity has the internal characters of a reve- 
lation, without entering on the proof of the external 
ones: by which we may be able to judge of the dif- 
ferent parties into which the profeſſors of it are divided. 
Tur doctrines it advances appear worthy of God; 
and its precepts tend to make us both holy and hap- 5 
py. The account it gives us of his perfections approves 
itſelf to our reaſon. His unity, greatneſs, and provi- 
dence are fo evident that every one muſt afſent to them, 
as ſoon as they are underſtood. And all his moral 
perfections, namely, his holineſs, juſtice, and goodneſs 
render him amiable, ſupport our faith in him, and give 
us the greateſt pleaſure and delight in the hopes of his 
favour. His diſpleaſure againſt lin, and juſtice in the 
puniſhment of it, heighten our averſion to it, and deter | 
us from the practice. And at the ſame time, the com- 
paſſion. it proclaims to the penitent is the ſtrongeſt 
motive to our reformation and amendment. Nor are 
they the only advantages to be drawn from theſe per- 
fections. Chriſtianity teaches us likewiſe to be Perfect 
as he is perfect; exhorts us to the ſame purity, excites us 
$0: the lame compaſſion, and ſtrongly influences us to 
cvery g good work from his example. Making the very 
eſſence of religion to conſiſt in ſuch like practices; 
without entering into nice and ſubtle ſpeculations, which 
| have no tendency to demonſtrate the goodneſs and 


beauty of virtue; and are like the fig- tree in the Goipe, 
barren becauſe full only of leaves. 


Tu E 


Tu E precepts it has given us are of the moſt uſeful 


and excellent kind; ſuch as teach us to moderate and 


govern our appetites and paſſions ; not exhorting us to 
diveſt ourſelves of, but only to direct them to thoſe ob- 
jects for which they were originally deſign d; and never 
to indulge them to the prejudice of our health, or 
nobler improvements of our minds, or to che injury of 
any of our fellow creatures. But on the contrary, it 
teaches all the ſocial virtues of patience, charity, and 
compaſſion; of obedience to government, aud rey C- 


rence of the laws, and zeal for the libertics of our coun- 


try. And not only does it inculcate thee in our out- 


ward behaviour, but in the inward temper 110 diſpo- 


ſition of our minds; inſtilling 3 in us the ſoſteſt and — 
dereſt affections of humanity, not confin'd to our own 


Fin or country, but extended to all mankind. It teaches 
us a quiet and peaceable diſpoſition, the moſt uſeful 
of any in a Jociety ; nay ſo ſtrongly inſorces it, that 
the religion itſclf is call d e gofpe! of peace, and its 
author he prince of it. It is repreſented as defign'd | 


to bring it on carth, and to ſpread a mutual good will, 
It difountenances all turbulent ambitious attempts a- 


gainſt the tranquillity of mankind, and enjoyns us to 
forgive the 1 injurics done us, and to love Our ciemies and fs 


. perſecuters. 


Tarzsr are the excellent fro its of Chri Rianity. "And N 
imagining 


5 that we may not miſtake the nature of it, 


it to conſiſt in uſcleſs ſpeculations or idle cerei non! 8g: 


it frequently extols the fuperiour value of moral virtue 
over poſitive rites and obſervaizecs, repreſenting the God 


and Father of mankind as requiring Mercy rather than 
aer ifice, It always draws ſome pract tical) inferences from 


the 
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the important doctrines it propoſes to our faith. From 
the unity of God, it guards us againſt idolatry. From 
his providence, it teaches us patience and content, and 
diſſuades from covetouſneſs, and an immoderate love of 
the world. From his forbearance towards ſinners, and 
readineſs to receive the penitent, it teaches us a relent- 
ing, forgiving ſpirit. From the reſurrection and future 
judgment, it exhorts to thoſe virtuous diſpoſitions that 
may prepare us for that intellectual happineſs, to which 
all the righteous ſhall then be determin'd. In ſhort, 
it would be endleſs to ſhow the uſe and advantage for 
our practice, that might be learn'd from the doctrines 
of the Goſpel. Even hi faith it demands in them, is 
of a moral and practical nature, as the whole Epiſtle 
of St. Fames is deſign'd to ſhow, Nay the very proofs it 
gives us of the truth of | its doctrines are of the fame kind. 
T he miracles of its Author are all human, and friendly | 
to the miſeries and neceſſities of the poor, and are every 
one of a ſocial fort ; either doing ſome immediate act 
of kindneſs, or teaching faith in God, the foundation 
of all ſociety; or elſe removing the occaſions of dil- 
obedience to his laws. 
P Roo this brief view of che practical aden of Chriſ- 
tianity, anſwering to the rules before given whereby we 
may judge of religion, what advantages may we not 5 


de'errive for our conduct as well as comfort, in every 


thing chat is uſeful, or lovely, or prai iſe—worthy, or of gud = 
report? And that I may not be thought to have re- 
prelented them 1n too ſtrong a 3 hear the declara- 

tions of Chriſtianity themſelves. 1 John ili. 8. For this 

purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted that he might 


deflroy the Works Y Ms, devil. Sal. v. 22, 23. But tbe 
. Fruit 


[13] 
fruit of the ſpirit is love, joy, peace, long-/uffering, gen- 
tleneſs, goodneſs, fidelity, meekneſs, temperance. And 
our Saviour has given us this rule whereby to judge of 
thoſe who profeſs his religion, Jobs: xiii. 35. By this 
ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples if ye love 
one another. And that we may not flatter ourſelves 
with expectations of the favour of God on any other 
pretences whatſoever, not even the moſt judicious pro- 
feſſion itſelf, he tells us, v. 21 of the chap. where the 
text 1s, not every one that ſaith unto me Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doi the 
will of my Father which is in heaven. OP 
AND yet notwithſtanding theſe expreſs declarations 
of Chriſtianity, there are ſome, who tho they inſolently 


pretend to be the trueſt profeſſors of it, have fo per- 


verted its deſign, and ſubſtituted ſo many uleleſs cere- 


mionies. in the room of this juſtice, mercy, and fidelity, 


do true religion. 


that with all their boaſting, they ſeem to have little or 
no title to it, if according to the rule of the text, we 
may know them by their fruits. And therefore I proceed, 


. To ſhow the falſe pretenſions of the church of | 
Rome, by expoſing their contrary nature and tendency 


Ax here I muſt premiſe, that if the falls by this 
rule, ſhe has no other to ſupport herlelt by. Even 


tho! ſhe could prove her immoral doctrines from the 


Scr iptur es themſelves, as tis - manifeſt from what has 
been ſaid, ſhe cannot; it would be of no manner ot 
ſervice to her, but only oblige us to reject them; ſincc 
they cannot alter the nature of things, and would only 
thereby prove themſelves to be abſurd. If ſhe ſhould, 


„ with 
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with ever fo great pomp of learning, trace them up to 
antiquity, it would only fix the folly and wickedneſs 
upon her forefathers: or, if ſhe flies to the authority of 
the church, it leaves them there. For tho every church 
has a power of ordaining innocent rites and ceremonies, 
{he cannot make vice to be virtue, or turn falſhood 
into truth. Nay tho ſhe had as many true miracles 
as ſhe boaſts of falſe ones, they alone could not prove 
her miſſion ; ſince falſe prophets may ſhew great figns 
and wonders, but will not thereby deceive the eleff. The 
pretenſions of a revelation itſelf are to be judged of by 
the prior rules of morality ; and every church that de- 
rives its authority from revelation, muſt conform to. 
the precepts of it, having no right to undermine or c 
plain it away. Nay it is not the exacteſt faith Gar 
uill be the ſtandard of the purity of any church, nay --- 
more than of private perſons; but the goodneſs and 
uſefulneſs of her doctrines and practices. By theſe only 
chen, let us try this pretended mother of us all. 
Tux ridiculous. fopperies and extravagancies of her 
worſhip I ſhall paſs over with the filence "and contempt 
they deſerve. To deſcribe them perhaps might ill ſute 
wich the gravity due to this place, and the occaſion 
of this ſolemn meeting. And as they are borrow” d only 
from heathen cuſtoms and ſuperſtitions, | as Hes been 
very learnedly prov'd by an ingenious writer * of this 


age and country, they would be 1 ſufficient fund of 


ridicule. But the notions ſhe entertains of the ſupream N 
God, her perverſion of all the virtues Chriſtianity en- 
courages, and palliation of the vices it forbids, her 
bloody 55 cruel, antichriſtian tenets and conſequent per- 
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fecutions will condemn her of themſelves. And there 
is no need of adding raillery to the conqueſt, | 

Wuar notions of the ſupream God 855 ſhe enter- 
| tain and advance, when ſhe makes his holineſs depend 
on the caprice of an ignorant or impertinent prieft ? 
In whoſe power ſhe teaches it is to alter the nature of 
things: that the favour or diſpleaſure of the Almighty, 
and conſequently virtue and vice, depend on his de- 


terminations: and aſcribes to God, the e yeſterday, _ 


to day, and for ever, an elfeminate ſoftneſs towards Bis 
creatures, or an inexorable rigour, at his ſuperiour con- 
troul. God cannot thus pervert judgment, nr the Al- 
| mighty pervert equity. What is mortal non, that he 
ould be more juſt than his maker | This is equal ly 
abſurd with tranſubſtantiation itſelf, and we ma N 


eaſily conceive how one body may be juggled into ano- 


ther, as how a frail, ſinful, deſigning man nay poſe 
and exalt himſelf oe: all that is called Cod, or, fit. 
in the temple of God, ſbewing him ſelf that he is _ 
"Tis almoſt impoſſible for the lower people among them 
to have any regular and juſt notions of him, when 
they are taught ſuch abſurdities as theſe. WW * true, 


: genuin, ſpiritual devotion then are they capable of pay- 


ing him? Their idolatrous worſhiping of ſaints and 
the virgin is of a piece with this. For if the ſupream 
Being is ſo very fickle and capricions, it is their . 
way to ſet as many to teaze him as they can. But 


where then is the ſteady, inflexible juſtice? where the 


univerſal, diffuſive compaſſion, of which reaſon and the 
icripture ſpeak? They know nothing of cither ; and have 
No other rule whereby to judge of his attributes. but 
the inſtructions of their * who take eitectual care 
G : Nos 


Ti 


to efface the natural notions men have of him; for if 
they ſhould judge by them, the gainful trade of ab- 
ſolutions and indulgences would be loſt. Perfectly 
right therefore are they in deftroying theſe natural no- 
tions, by which even revelation itſelf is to be judged of. 

Mort OVER what ſentiments not only of God, but of 
virtue too does this church entertain, in her indu]- 
gence to all manner of lewdneſs and ſenſuality at her 
carnivals, and certain other particular times? Many are 


the ſins ſhe teaches to be venal; and ſo ſtrong the 


corruptions of nature, that men will give any thing to 
be indulged in them. But if they are ſins, a licenſe 
to commit them is not to be purchaſed: if they are 
not, there is no need of it. The difference between 
virtue and vice, is in its own nature eternal and im- 


. mutable: : but with her tis variable, conſiſting only in 
a man's fortune, ſince the rich may be abſolved thereby, 8 


when for want of it the poor muſt 1 in their fins. Fx 


A tenderneſs and compaſſion to the infirmities of hu- 


man nature is a principle of Chriſtianity; which incul- 

cates a charity that covereth a multitude of fins. But 
to indulge men in practices that muſt prove their ruin, 
as all vice in the end muſt, is not a genuin tendernes, 

I would be a truer indulgence to break men of thoſe 
vitious paſſions, and excite them to a more reſolute 


and manly behaviour, toa bravery and fortitude of 


mind, which is better chown in ſubduing the pailions, 
than 72 taking FR, et his ſingle inſtance, that it 

incourages ſuch impurities of Practice as Chriſtianity 

forbids ; and Jays ſuch temptations in the way of that 

purity it ſo mightily incourages, and to which alone 
ic has annex'd the glorious reward that they who have 
it 
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it in their hearts, and practiſe it in their lives ſhall 
fee God, were ſufficient to deſtroy her claim of being 
the true Chriſtian church ; it being notorious, that Chriſe 


gianity is the pureſt, this the impureſſ religion that ever 
appeared in the world. And I with to God I could 


ſtop here. 


Bur beſides her great ignorance i the nature and 


attributes of God, and encouragement of ſenſuality and 


lJewdneſs, how 3 and barbarous is ſhe likewiſe? as 
if infatuated to be in every particular directly anti- 


chriſtian, contrary to the religion whoſe deſign was to 
teach men t live ſoberly, righteouſly and 5 0 10 


enumerate all her bloody tenets, and conſequent | perſe- 
cutions were impoſſible. The attempt of this da I 8 


be ſufficient to ſhow us what Spirit ſhe is of. A de- 
ſign not engaged in by men under the . of © 
revenge, or any other turbulent paſſion, but coo! * om 
a ſpirit of religion, and zeal for the church. A defign _ 
contrary to all the principles of humanity, which but 
to think or ſpeak of raiſes our compaſſion ! What then 
ſhall we think of a church that can inſpire with ſuch 

_ curſed diabolical prineip! es, that can eraſe the original 
ſentiments of our nature, and transform us into erca- 5 
tures ſo very oppoſite to what God made us? How is it 
poflible for any good- -natured man to he of that reli- 
gion? What t perverſneſs to imagine her the only church 
| of Chriſt, the moſt tender-hearted compailionate perſon 
that ever lived upon the earth; whote religion breaths 
nothing but goodneſs, gentleneß, PCACC, and mode ration, 


and has banith'd out of it, F animoſity and hatred, 


with every thing that looks unfriendly to mankindꝰ 
How ſtrange is ic for tho e whole hearts would bleed 
10 
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to ſee a common malefactor receive the juſt puniſh- 
ment of his crimes, to harden their hearts * exult 
in the moſt torturing death of a heretick ! An effect 
which for the honour of our natures, one would not 
credit, if it were poſſible to ſhut our eyes againſt it. 
AND yet this is not only ſometimes the caſe, and 
among the rougher part of our kind, but tis univerſally 


ſo, and prevails among the ſofter and tenderer half. 
Iis not the temper of a few hot-headed bigots, and the 
over-zcalous of a party, but tis the univerſal maxim, 
conſtantly inculcated on them all. The honour of mar- 
tyrdom is annex d to it on earth, if they ſhould ſuffer for 
it; and the beſt rewards promiſed it in "nog Of which 


the lower part of the people are fo firmly perſuaded, that 


inſtead of feeling the natural remorſe of ſuch cruel at- 
tempts, they are only penitent when diſappointed. As 


may be ſeen in the hiſtories « of this day, and * trials of i 
ſome of the contrivers or 


Ir it were not the doctrine of the chan, has only 


of a few private perſons, it ought not to be laid to her 
5 charge, or mentioned to her diſadvantage; or if it were 
barely the practice of ſome in contradiction to their prin- 
ciples, it would ſtill be different, for truth does not alter 
its nature tho' in the mouths of bad men: but I be- 
- INE: there are few or none of the party that condemn 


That faith is not to be kept with hereticks 1 is one 


1 the fundamental doctrines of popery; and ſuppo ts 


the honour of the church, tho” by the vileſt me- 


. is an obligation prior to all others. None of them 
ever dare deny theſe principles, but they are to be _ 


tained at the expence of all other relations. They will 
as our Saviour toretels ſo exactly as if it pointed direatly 


art 
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at them, ſet a nan at variance again his father, and 
the daughter againſt her mother, breaking the peace of 
families, deſtroying the obedience of ſubjects to their 
governours, and violating every ſacred obligation; in 
direct oppoſition to the doctrine and precepts of Chriſtia- 
nity, as we have ſeen. And yet this church pretends 
to be the true catholick church, nay, boaſts to he the 
only chriftian one. But by her fruits we ſhall know her 
to have very little rt to Chriſt but in name. 
However to get clear of the charge, ſhe pretends to 
the higheſt devotion ; to the moſt rigid and ſevere pre- 
cepts of mortification : and to be the moſt pow erſul ad 
vocate for charity and good works. 

As do her devotion, it has been already ſhown how im- 
probable it is for the lower people to have any true ſenſe 
of it. They among them who appear to be of the church, 
only out of faſhion, and to avoid the inconvenience of 
: being reputed hereticks, may underſtand it better, and 
pay no inward regard to their ridiculous al but 
can the opinions already mentioned ever infpirc men to 
 worfhip the Father in ſpirit, and in truth 2 Ig gnorance, 
they acknowledge, is the mother of their devotion; and 
they need take very little pains to CONVINCE us chas is; 
ſo. But true devotion conſiſts in an inwar d rer erence 


of God, founded on right apprehenſions of his nature. 


and Perſcctions; not in external, unmeaning ceremonies ; 


nor in an implicit faith in thoſe who have the atſurance 10 * 
| take his name upon them. It does not confiſt i being = 
of a jad countenauce, and confeſſing the ſins t they re- 
peatedly practiſe; or a proſtrate receiving the forgive- 
neſs of them from the hands of men who fel! it, but 


whotc forgivenck like their money Wil] periſh with th; 2 
an 


1 855 | 1 
and the poor deluded. people find they have Aon it 


for that which is not bread. 


EQUALLY vain are her pretences to mortification. * 
ſtead of Chriſtian mortification of their luſts and unruly 


paſſions, which on the contrary their indulgences en- 


courage, it oftentimes conſiſts only in luxurious enter- 
tainments of different kinds from their common diet, 


| while at the ſame time that zhey appear unto men to faſt, 


they practice thoſe vices for which heir Father who feeth 


in ſecret ſhall reward them openly. A change of diet is 
not faſting ; nor pampering their appetites mortification, 
Nor are the extremities of their mortification, at all 
agreeable to the Chriſtian inſtitution, which delights 
not in the unneceſſary miſery and torment of mankind, 
and requires no needleſs penances and ſeverities; only 
to controul their unruly paſſions, and Keep under, not 


| * abuſe the body. 


TRE frinpelt however of all her ain Los. are hob | 


to charity and good works. But her charity not only be- 


gins, but ends at home too. To herſelf it muſt be ac- 
know ledged ſhe 1s full n and all the charity ſhe 
teaches is to the church: but as for thoſe ſhe calls here- 
ticks, who are all out of the boſom of the church, 


without the leaſt compaſſion, ſhe is for deſtroying both 


; body and ſoul; "hk ſhe pretends is for the good of : 


mankind, and a proper puniſhment of their 9 


But is it for the good of mankind to perſecute them for 
opinions, which perhaps tis not in their power to change, 

and who have an equal right to enjoy them with herſelt ? 
A method never to be defended, and in no caſe whatſo- 
ever juſtifiable; it being as meh the right. of Pagans 

or Proteftants to do the lame as for her. Which if they 


were 
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were to do, how would it be poſſibl e foe 4 man to come 
at the truth among them all? It muſt alter its nature in 


every place; ; and a traveller could never ſteadily ad- 
here to it, but muſt put on the profeſſion with the habit 


of every country he comes into. And it untortunately 


happens for her, that here, as in all the other inſtances 
that have been mentioned, ſhe is diametric:l! y oppoſite 


to the gentle, compaſſionate, unperſecuting ſpirit of 

Chriſtianity, and her zender mercies are cruel. So that in 
_ every light in which tis poſſible to conſider her, „% ber 

8 ſhe is condemned. 1 proceed therefore, 


III. To make ſuch obſervations ; as are e ſuitable to the 


occaſion of our preſent meeting. 


WII Ich is to bleſs God for a deliverance of our nation _ 


from one of the moſt treacherous inhuman deſig: 1s that 
even this blood- chirſty, antichriſtian church ev os ncourag- 
ed her profeſſors in: the circumſtances of which are 
ſuthciently known, and need no aggravation or height- 
W Tihall only obſerve that among the other inſtances 
of infidelity this age 1 is ſo remarkable for, there are ma- 
85 ny among us who give no credit to this hiſtor Ys thinking - 


it to be only a piece of ſtate-policy, and a forgery to 


render the Roman Catholicks odious,---But whoever know 
any thing of their doctrines, and the hiſtory of other 
Countries, wherein their perſecutions and me ſtacres on ac- 
Count of religion are ſo frequently related, need no ſuch _ 
artifice to induce them to that hatred. Such a deſign 
was agreeable to their principles; the hiſtory of it has the 
ſame evidence with any other hiſtory; many of the ac- 
complices ſuffered for it, and in their laſt moments glo- 


ned 1 in it. Now, tho men might eaſily be found to 
D contrihe 
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contrive the other circumſtances, yet, the laſt, of ſuffer- 
ing on its account, it it had been only a contrivance, is 
very incredible. There ſeems to be no other reaſon to 


| induce men to this unbelief, but an inclination to the re- 


ligion that inſpired the deſign. 
"Un the contrary, let us make that uſe of the day, 


to abhor ſuch principles as could countenance them 
therein. And ſure I need fay no more to excite us to 
it, than how oppoſite, as has been already ſhewn, they 

are to the true genius of Chri/tianity, how monſtrouſly 
| they trifle with God and virtue, perverting the original 
deſign of all religion, placing it in thoſe things in which 
it cannot conſiſt, and ſubſtituting ridiculous ceremo- 
nies, Penances, and inhuman perſecutions, in the room 
of true devotion, temperance, and univerſal charity. 


Lor us therefore think ourſelves happy in quite 


different conſtitution, under which religion has: really 


and truly flouriſhed, and which has produced as able 


elender. and K ut examples of it, as any eſtabliſh- 
dent ever did. There is no duty to God, but may 
be paid him herein, nor any ſuperſtition encouraged 


to draw aſide our hearts from true devotion. Our laws 
| promote virtue and picty by all poſſible encouragemc: ts, 


and diſcountenance vice and atheiſm by every reaſona- 


ble method. The worſhip eſtabliſhed by them has the 
beſt tendency to make the people honour God, and 
love their ne cighbours. And to ſhow how different it 
is from the haughty, inſolent ſpirit of the church of 
Rome who confines C priflianity to herſelf, it grants a 
univerſal tolcration of all opinions, except thoſe which 
naturally tend to deſtroy ſociety, by diſpenſing With 


the faith due to it. A happincſs not to be enjoyed in 
| CVery | 


8 
every Chriſtian country | and is one of the greateſt 
glories to our church; which if ſhe be judged of by her 
fruits will appear to be truly Chriftian and C atholick, 
And therefore the wileſt uſe we can make of the 
day, is to reſolve, at the ſame time that we abhor H5- 
pbery, to live in the union and charity of Proteſtants, 
without the leaſt inclination, either in principle or prac- 
tice, towards that church which we fo ſolemnly proteſt 
againſt. Proteſting againſt it is not ſufficient to de- 
termine us Proteſtants it we bring forth any of the ff kruits 
of Popery; and we give her too much occaſion to 
triumph, if we act like her. This however i is our com- 
fort, that ſhe can never charge it upon the doctrines 
of our church; tho' we have had tome warm, incon- 
ſiſtent people that have acted too much by ber max- 
ims, and been equally zealous for perſec ution, and con- 


fining Chr iflionity to themſelves. Men that were tor - 


caking the toleration away, or laying thoſe to whom 
it is extended under greater difficulties and h ard hips, | 
But this ſpirit, as it is diſagreeable to Chri//ianity, and 
5 abſolutely inconſiſtent with Proteſtant, farts tis to be 
hoped is pretty well baniſhed from among us, and we 
grow more catholick. Let us bravely proceed in cul- 
tivating the generous diſpoſition, as well from 1 intereſt 
as principle. For then the church of Rome © an c xpect . 
no advantage of us, whereas if we are divided 
N againſt ourſelves, ſhe may hope chat in time we hall 
not be able 70 fland. i I, 
TukRxE is another very conſiderable motive to 
union. We live in an age of great infide lit * when 
the principles of our common Chr Hianity are furioully 


attacked. And if inſtead of uniting againſt the-genc: ral | 
NC nen 
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enemy, we fall out among action about ſpecula- 
tive opinions, or the outward garb and attire of reli- 
gion, they may in the end get the better of us all. 
The bigottry and uncharitableneſs of Chriſtians have 
put more plauſible arguments into the mouths of un- 
believers againſt them, and the efficacy of their religion, 
than any thing elſe could poſſibly have done. Men 
are too wiſe to be frightened into any principles by au- 
_ thority, and will judge of us only by our practice: but 
they may be allured into a love of our religion, when 
they obſerve us bring forth the fruits of moderation, 
forbearance, and kind affection. 
Ap as we ſhould thus unite in religion, Fe for 
the common cauſe of Chriſtianity, ſo let us do in civil 
life, by a ſteady adherence to the laws and liberties of 


our country, and an unalienable affection to our Prince. 


The love of our country, and obedience to government, | 
are two fundamental precepts of religion. Without 
them "twill be impoſlible to perform any other duty of 
| ſociety ; or at beſt we ſhall do it but coldly, ang be 
glad of any opportunities of excuſe. Bur if they arc 
ingrafted in our hearts, we ſhall think nothing too much 
to go thro' for their ſake. Nor will a bare adherence 
8 to any principles be of much ſervice, without a warm 
ttachment to them. Many a good cauſe has been 
ruined by the indolence, and many a bad one ſuc- 
28 by the life and zeal, of thoſe who engaged mw 
t; which tis very natural to expect; becauſe the ge- 
es of people are unable to examine nicely into 
principles: but any man may ſee the beauty of an 
action; may know that beneficence and deeds of cha- 
rity arc excellent and laudable, and therefore they ima- 


gine 
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gine them to proceed from benevolence, and good diſ- 
poſitions of mind. And to be ſure it is true in pub- 
lick, tho' not in private life, that great and noble ac- 
tions tho' from bad, are preferable | to indifferent ones 
from the beſt of principles, Unleſs men fee their own 
intereſt connected in ſome meaſure with that of the 
publick, it requires an uncommon turn of mind to ad- 
here thereto. And therefore the way we are to ſhow 
our love to our country is by an univerſal love to all 
the members of it, not confining it to any party. A 
principle which will connect the relations of the king- 
dom, without making the intereſt of one part incon- 
ſiſtent with that of another; ſo that a man mutt de- 
clare himſelf on one ſide only, in order to receive the 
benefits due to all. : 
AND therefore I cannot think 1 it unſe afonable f. for us 
on this day, when we are celcbrating the deliverance 
of our nation from fo villainous a conſpiracy, ſeriouſly 
to conſider the miſchiefs of f. iCion, how many $0 u- 


5 lous countrics have been ruined, and how many deſigu- 


ing men made their private advantage by it. l ho pe 
no one has ſech views at this time; but partics feem 
1 ran very high, and in ſome places are carried to 
ſuch extravagant lengths, that the regard due to the 
government is ſcarcely preſery ed, without w hich the 
good of the nation is not to be maintained: - a1 ad” 'tis 
an odd way to ſhow our love to our country by tak- 
ing methods for its deſtruction. As I hope none of 
this audience is conſcious of any ſuch 8 LE make 
the leſs ſcruple of taking notice of it; for tho it m; ay not 
immediately relate to you, yet an abhorrence of ſuch 


practices, and an endeavour to diſcountenance chem, 
1 TY 
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is the duty of every honeſt man, and true lover of 
his country's liberties. 
Tu honour and prerogative of the Prince is 2 


fundamental part of the Engliſh conſtitution. And a 


man needs but little rhetorick to ſhow how much his 


preſent Majeſty deſerves they ſhould be ſupported, 


who has ſuch a generous affection for his people, and 


is free from all thoſe rough diſpoſitions of mind that 
might urge him to attempt enſlaving them. This, all 


parties have ſo frequently and publickly acknowledged, 


that 'twould be an ill compliment to their ſincerity, to 


| ſpend any time in convincing them of it. Let us 
therefore ſteadfaſtly unite in our duty to him, -and 
the more as we fee any purſuing methods to his diſ- 
honour ; that fo we may give his enemies, and the 
enemies of our country and religion, no advantage 
againſt us. Our religion, like that of Prpery, gives us 
no pretences againſt the perſon of our prince, by own- 
ing a ſuperiour; nor diſpenſes with our obedience to 
1 him, unleſs, what is very far from being his Majeſty's 


caſe, he ſhould attempt the ſubverſion of our liberties, , 
or religion: which has always proved ſo fatal to thoſc 


who have, that 'tis ſcarce to be ſuppoſed any will —_ 

again ſo infatuated. On the contrary his Majeſty has 
always declared the ſteadieſt adherence to the liberties 
and welfare of his ſubjects, and the higheſt pleaſure 


| when t they are moſt effectually promoted; and there- 


fore tis idle to be under ſuch apprehenſions. But tho 
there is no danger of his endeavouring to make hin- 
ſelf arbitrary, tis to be hoped we ſhall never ſee. a 

Prince without the ſpirit of a man. 


AND 


* 


Axp as his Majeſty i is thus the true guardian of our 
liberties, fo likewiſe is he of our religion, having never 
ſhewn the leaſt diſpoſition to alter it. He has none of 
the bigottry of ſome former princes who have encroached 
on the natural rights of conſcience, nor the leaſt dif- 
poſition towards that wicked, perſecuting church of 
Rome. A church which the willow: of our laws has 
ſufficiently guarded againſt, by excluding all who are 
of its communion from any right of dominion over us: 
the moſt effectual ſecurity of our liberties, which 
can never conſiſt with that religion. 
Fon which reaſon, on this day we ought never to for- 
get the glorious revolution by King 7/” ill an, of the 
ſuffrions houſe of Orange, who reſcued us from popery 


and arbitrary power, and eſtabliſhed our libertics upon 


the preſent foundation, whereon they ſo ſecurely ſtand. 
The memory of this prince ſhould ever be dear to us, 
and we ſhould pay a particular regard to his family. And 


I cannot but mention it to the honour of our nation, i 


that they ſeem ſo generally pleaſed, that the pretent 
branch of it ſhould reap the fruit of his anceftor's | la- 


bours, by an alliance fo honourable to _ , and ot 


which he is univerſally allowed to be ſo de erving. It 
muſt be the higheſt encouragement to trea vo in the fps 
of our glorious deliverer, to be poſſoſt of the politeſt 
Princeſs in Europe, who has all the delicacy of her ſe „ 


the majeſty of her rank, the ſuperiour underſt tanding 


and other excellent accor apliſhments | of her roy a 

Mother. 3 
WILAT advantages to the Proteſtant cauſe, may we 
not reaſonably expect from ſuch a pair! We may look 
torward with delight! in che prolpect, and the ſtrongeſt 
hop CS 
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"Mage that TY Majeſty' s wiſdom in this match will lay the 
foundation of a long and laſting happinels to ſucceeding 
generations. e 


Tran none of the were of the eliijeh of Rome 
may blind the eyes of the. people againſt the im- 
moralities of her doctrines; but that pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father may 
encreaſe every day, and we may demonſtrate 
the goodneſs of our Chriſtianity, by bringing forth _ 
the fruits of it in our lives and converſations, 
may God Almighty of his infinite mercy grant, 
| thro” Jeſus Chriſt. To whom be all honour and 
7 glory aſcribed, now and for ever. Annen. 


